
2019 COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
SUMMER READING GRADES 4-6 

 
The CRSD Summer Read Book Lists are a compilation of recommendations from CRSD librarians, AASL 

book lists, Reading Olympics list, and ALA award winners. Like a mirror, some books on the list will 
help students reflect on their culture and help build their identity. Other books will be a window, 
offering a view into someone else’s life experience. The list honors the lives of all our students. 

 

 

Nightbooks 
A boy is imprisoned by a witch and must tell 
her a new scary story each night to stay alive. 
This thrilling contemporary fantasy from J. A. 
White, the acclaimed author of the Thickety 
series, brings to life the magic and craft of 
storytelling. 

Alex's original hair-raising tales are the only 
thing keeping the witch Natacha happy, but 
soon he'll run out of pages to read from and 
be trapped forever. He's loved scary stories 
his whole life, and he knows most don't have 
a happily ever after. Now that Alex is trapped 
in a true terrifying tale, he's desperate for a 
different ending--and a way out of this twisted 
place. 
 

By J. A. White 

 

Merci Suάrez Changes Gears 
Merci Suarez knew that sixth grade would be 
different, but she had no idea just how 
different. For starters, Merci has never been 
like the other kids at her private school in 
Florida, because she and her older brother, 
Roli, are scholarship students. They don't 
have a big house or a fancy boat, and they 
have to do extra community service to make 
up for their free tuition. 

by Meg 
Medina 



 

Wishtree 
An old red oak tree tells how he and his crow 
friend, Bongo, help their human neighbors get 
along after a threat against an immigrant 
family is carved into the tree's trunk. 

by Katherine 
Applegate 

 

The War with Grandpa 
Upset that he has to give up the room he 
loves to his grandfather, Pete decides to 
declare war in an attempt to get it back. 

by Robert 
Kimmel Smith  

 

Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes 
Hospitalized with the dreaded atom bomb 
disease, leukemia, a child in Hiroshima races 
against time to fold one thousand paper 
cranes to verify the legend that by doing so a 
sick person will become healthy. 

by Eleanor 
Coerr 

 

Finding Gobi 
Finding Gobi is the miraculous tale of Dion 
Leonard, a seasoned ultramarathon runner 
who crosses paths with a stray dog while 
competing in a 155-mile race through the 
Gobi Desert in China. 

by Dion 
Leonard 



 

Aru Shah and the End of Time 
Twelve-year-old Aru stretches the truth to fit 
in at her private school, but when she is dared 
to prove an ancient lamp is cursed, she 
inadvertently frees an ancient demon. 

by Roshani 
Chokshi 

 

Louisiana’s Way Home 
 "Louisiana Elefante's granny wakes her up in 
the middle of the night and tells her they need 
to leave home immediately, and this time 
Granny intends for them never to 
return"--OCLC. 

 
 

by Kate 
DiCamillo 

 

Hello, Universe 
The lives of four misfits are intertwined when 
a bully's prank lands shy Virgil at the bottom 
of a well and Valencia, Kaori, and Gen band 
together in an epic quest to find and rescue 
him. 
 

by Erin 
Entráda Kelly  

 

Invisible Emmie 
Crushes. Humiliation. Drama. Middle School. 
This is the story of two totally different 
girls--quiet, shy, artistic Emmie and popular, 
outgoing, athletic Katie--and how their lives 
unexpectedly intersect one day, when an 
embarrassing note falls into the wrong hands. 

by Terri 
Libenson  



 

The Wild Robot Escapes 
Sequel to: The wild robot. After being 
captured by the Recons and returned to 
civilization for reprogramming, Roz is sent to 
Hilltop Farm where she befriends her owner's 
family and animals, but pines for her son, 
Brightbill. 

by Peter 
Brown 

 

Ana Maria Reyes Does Not Live in a 
Castle 
"With a new sibling (her fourth) on the way 
and a big piano recital on the horizon, 
Dominican-American Ana Maria Reyes tries 
to win a scholarship to a New York City 
private school"--Provided by publisher. 

by Hilda 
Eunice Burgos 

 

Diary of an Awesome Friendly Kid 
"In his first journal, middle schooler Rowley 
Jefferson, Greg Heffley's sidekick, records his 
experiences and misguided decision to write 
a biography of Greg, who, in his own mind, is 
destined to become rich and famous"--OCLC. 

by Jeff Kinney 

 

Saving Winslow 
Louie doesn't have the best luck when it 
comes to nurturing small creatures. So when 
his father brings home a sickly newborn mini 
donkey, he's determined to save him. He 
names him Winslow. Taking care of him helps 
Louie feel closer to his brother, Gus, who is 
far, far away in the army. 

Everyone worries that Winslow won't survive, 
especially Louie's quirky new friend, Nora, 

by Sharon 
Creech 



who has experienced loss of her own. But as 
Louie's bond with Winslow grows, surprising 
and life-altering events prove that this fragile 
donkey is stronger than anyone could have 
imagined. 
 

 

The New Kid (graphic novel) 
 "Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing 
more than drawing cartoons about his life. But 
instead of sending him to the art school of his 
dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious 
private school known for its academics, where 
Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his 
entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from 
his Washington Heights apartment to the 
upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, 
Jordan soon finds himself torn between two 
worlds--and not really fitting into either one. 
Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school 
culture while keeping his friends and staying 
true to himself?"--Provided by publisher. 

by Jerry Craft 

 

The Night Diary 
Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her 
home with her Hindu family during the 1947 
partition of India, tries to find her voice and 
make sense of the world falling apart around 
her by writing to her deceased Muslim mother 
in the pages of her diary. 

By Veera 
Hiranandani 

 

Blended 
Every week, Isabella has to change gears. 
She alternates between her white mom and 
her black dad, who have completely dissimilar 
lifestyles. Isabella loves both her families, but 
going back and forth often makes her feel like 
she has two lives. Her struggle to figure out 
who she is becomes even harder as the 
reality of racism hits close to home. An attack 
on her best friend, who is black, rocks 
Isabella’s school and further confuses her 
search for identity. Though Isabella’s mixed 

by Sharon M. 
Draper 



race and struggle to find identity in a world 
where racism exists are strong components of 
this book, it is primarily about a child of 
divorce finding her place in two different 
families. 

 

Shouting at the Rain 
Delsie loves tracking the weather, living with 
her grandmother, and the support of friends 
and neighbors, but misses having a "regular 
family," especially after her best friend 
outgrows her. 

by Lynda 
Mullaly Hunt 

 

Unicorn Rescue Society 
A fully illustrated, globe-trotting new middle 
grade fantasy-adventure series about 
mythical creatures and their cultures of origin, 
from the Newbery Honor-winning author of 
the Inquisitor's Tale - Unicorn Rescue Society 
is an exciting and hilarious new series about 
friendship, adventure, and mythical creatures 
from around the world by 
Newbery-Honor-winning author Adam Gidwitz 
teamed up with Mixtape Club founders Jesse 
Casey and Chris Smith, and Hatem Aly, 
illustrator of the Inquisitor's Tale. 
 

by Adam 
Gidwitz 

 

Front Desk 
A young girl and her family manage a motel 
and adjust to a new life in America after 
emigrating from China. 

by Kelly Yang 



 

Stories for Boys Who Dare to be Different 
True Tales of Amazing Boys Who 
Changed the World Without Killing 
Dragons 
"A profile of men that celebrates introverts 
and innovators, sensitivity and resilience, 
individuality and expression. It's an accessible 
compilation of 75 famous and not-so-famous 
men from the past to the present day, every 
single one of them a rule-breaker and 
stereotype-smasher in his own way. Entries 
include Frank Ocean, Salvador Dali, 
Beethoven, Barack Obama, Ai Weiwei, Jesse 
Owens, and more"--Provided by publisher. 
 

By Ben 
Brooks 

 

Beauty and the Beak: How Science, 
Technology, and a 3D Printed Beak 
Rescued a Bald Eagle 

Beauty and the Beak captures the spirit and 
courage of this amazing bird and America's 
national symbol--whose species was nearly 
wiped out by human activity, only to be 
restored and thriving because of 
environmental conservation and human 
compassion. This book will resonate with 
those who have their own stories of other 
animals endangered or in need, and humans, 
from young children to military veterans, in 
need of prosthetic limbs, who are being given 
new lives with state-of-the-art devices. 
 

by Deborah 
Lee Rose 

 *Summaries from publishers and Follett  
 


